
Planning Commission Work Session Meeting Minutes  
        October 20, 2016 

 

Members present:  Bobb Carson (Chairman), Bruce Fritchman, Jay Fuggiti (recording), 
Stephen Smith 
Historic Commission members present:  Karen Freeh (Chairman), Joanne Graziano, 
Michelle Horvath, Catherine Marek, Rose Strong 

Also present- Mike Brown (Township Manager) 
 
Bobb Carson called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 
 
Following introductions, Bobb explained that the Planning Commission was going to 
update section 513 (HR Historic Resources Overlay District) in the current Zoning 
Ordinance and wanted a joint meeting so we could get input from the Historic 
Commission before starting our review.  He indicated the purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss general concepts and not to get into specifics at this time. 
 
Karen distributed copies of the revised “Historic Resources List”, a draft of “Definitions 
of Rankings…”  and a copy of section 514 in the Draft Ordinance (HR Historic 
Resources Overlay District). 
 
Jay questioned the overall intent of this ordinance.  It was agreed that the ordinance 
would not apply to interior modifications of historic structures, it would allow for 
expansions/additions on the exterior providing they complied with all other zoning 
restrictions and that everything should be done to maintain the historic façade of historic 
structures.   
 
A general discussion followed during which Michelle suggested a list of potential 
suppliers/contractors be developed that people could use when restoring or updating 
historic structures.  This would provide a list of craftsmen qualified in historic 
construction.  Steve suggested we might consider providing tax incentives to those who 
restore historic structures in order to encourage people to rebuild rather than demolish 
them.  Bobb questioned if it was necessary to treat the different class structures in 
different ways.  He suggested that all classes should be handled in a like manner.   
Mike assisted by listing the various scenarios we could deal with: 
  
 Demo a structure with no change in use 
 Demo a structure but with a change in use 
 Addition to a structure with no change in use 
 Addition to a structure but with a change in use 
 Structure stays the same but a change in use 
 Demo the structure 
 
Following our discussion, it was agreed that, as a starting point, we would treat 
structures that fall into all the above categories, regardless of ranking, in the same 
manner.  All changes to historic structures would go through the Historic Commission 
for review with the requester.  The Historic Commission would then make a 
recommendation to the Zoning Officer who would make a determination on the request.  
Any party would have the right to appeal the Zoning Officers decision if they chose to do 
so. 
 



In concluding Karen indicated that we should add springhouses to the list of 
outbuildings.  Bobb indicated that the Springtown Historic District needed to be added to 
the Zoning Ordinance as it had been approved in 2007.    He stated that the Planning 
Commission would prepare an initial draft ordinance which we would then circulate 
through the Historic Commission but that we would not address the Historic resource 
List.   Karen would maintain the Historic Resource List and provide Bobb information on 
the Springtown Historic district. 
. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55PM 
 
 
 
    


