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 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
Board of Supervisors   

MINUTES 

June 26, 2018 

Supervisors Present:  Karen Bedics, Dave Long, Rob Zisko, Tony Matzura and Jim Nilsen. 

Also present:  Michael Brown (Township Manager), Debra Godshall (Treasurer), Mike McDonald (police chief) 
and Scott MacNair (Solicitor). 

Mr. Long called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Zisko, seconded by Mr. Nilsen, to approve the May 26, 2018 meeting minutes.  All in favor.   
Motion carries. 

Bills (May 16-June 22, 2018) 

General Fund $102,247.20 Open Space Fund $44,068.75

Capital Reserve Fund $30,963.30 Liquid Fuels Fund $0

Escrows $4,714.73 Street Light Fund $0

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Tony Matzura, to pay the bills list.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Reports

Road hours (March 15-May 8, 2018): 

Road Maintenance 518 Hours Equipment Maintenance 81 hours

Building Maintenance 22 Hours Sign Maintenance 4 hours

Winter Maintenance 0 Hours Park Maintenance 2 hours

Admin 14 Hours Roadside Mowing 107 hours

Police Department—Chief McDonald reported 215 calls for service in May, 36 handled by PSP. 

Treasurer Fund Balances as of June 26, 2018: 

General Fund $1,380,572.74 Liquid Fuels $354,190.63

Open Space $831,447.83 Street Light $4,959.84

Escrow $527,461.09 Special Fees $22,722.71

Capital Reserve $253,804.43 Sewer Maint Escrow $84,197.99

Public Comment

Mark Roy, Richlandtown Pike, asked for more enforcement of brake retarder restrictions on Richlandtown 
Pike. 
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Ronald Melchiorre, Stoneberry Way, thanked the Board for its service. 

Business 

Reincorporation of Springtown Water Authority—Mr. MacNair informed the Board that the SWA wanted to 
reincorporate and simultaneously reduce the number of SWA board members from 7 to 5 members.  Motion 
by Karen Bedics, seconded by Rob Zisko, to approve Resolution 2018-10, reincorporating the SWA board and 
reducing the number of board members to 5.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Schaffer minor subdivision (TMP 42-4-135)—The applicant was present and represented by Scott Mease, PE.  
The applicant wishes to subdivide a 3 acre lot from a 31 acre lot at the corner of Povenski and Rocky Valley 
Roads.  The Planning Commission recommended approval at its June 6th meeting. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Karen Bedics, to grant waivers to the Schaffer minor subdivision per the 
Township Engineer’s review letter dated May 14, 2018, and further to approve the subdivision on plans drawn 
by Mease Engineering dated April 11, 2018, last revised May 7, 2018 under the condition the applicant shall 
comply with the outstanding items set forth in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated May 14, 2018, and 
with an additional plan note detailing the potential requirement to move the driveway from Lot 2 to connect 
on an internal street on lot 1 if it is subdivided in the future.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Prime Builders variance application (TMP 42-17-136)—The applicant was not present.  Mr. Brown informed 
the Board the applicant had a non-conforming lot due to size, and wished to build a single family dwelling.  
The lot is partially in Lower Saucon Township.  The applicant can comply with all ordinance requirements, 
except limiting disturbance of a wooded lot to 20%.  The applicant needs to disturb 38% of the woods for the 
house, stormwater and septic systems.  The Planning Commission recommended the Township support the 
variance request, but to request the Zoning Hearing Board impose a restriction on disturbing any additional 
woodland in the future.  The Board considered the matter and declined. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Dave Long, to support the variance application for TMP 42-17-136 to 
remove up to 38% of woodlands on the lot for construction of a single family dwelling.  In favor—Long, 
Matzura, Nilsen, Zisko.  Opposed—Bedics.  Motion carries. 

Ordinance 190; Park and Land Preservation Board—Mr. MacNair reopened the hearing that was continued 
from May 26th and summarized the ordinance again.  Public comment: 

 Frank Hollenbach, Rocky Valley Road—change Section 4.C to remove “and in rare cases fee simple 
purchase.”  Clarify the annual reporting requirement includes the Open Space Plan as well as the Park 
and Rec Plan, and to require the PLPB to report on the progress of goals and objectives for each plan. 

The hearing was closed after no further public comment. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Tony Matzura, to adopt Ordinance 190 creating Park and Land Preservation 
Board, and directing the Township Manager to schedule interviews as needed to fill the terms.  In favor—
Matzura, Nilsen, Zisko.  Opposed— Long, Bedics.  Motion carries. 

Roof replacement project—Mr. Brown reviewed the proposed bid spec developed with the help of DDP 
Roofing.  The documents asks for a price to do the Admin building (Section 1), the garage building (Section 2) 
and both together. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Jim Nilsen, to authorize advertisement for bids on the roof replacement 
project.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Lime Kiln stabilization project—The Board reviewed the quotes received from the Township’s solicitation.  
The Park and Rec Board opted to reduce the scope of work from full rebuild to stabilizing the existing stone 
and restoring the inner chamber by removing the tree root.  The Township received quotes from Preservation 
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Works of Easton in the amount of $6800 and Scott Goodwin Masonry in the amount of $6990.  The project is 
being paid for with grants received from Lehigh Valley Community Foundation (Burdette Family Foundation.  
Because the amount is under the formal bid limit, the Board can take other factors into consideration other 
than price.  Scott Goodwin Masonry guaranteed the work could be finished by August 1st, rather than October 
1st as specified in the request for proposals.  Mr. Zisko was familiar with Goodwin Masonry’s quality of work. 

Mr. Matzura informed the meeting he would abstain from voting due to potential conflict of interest.  Mr. 
Goodwin is a customer of Mr. Matzura’s business. 

Frank Hollenbach, Rocky Valley Road, commented this was a good price for the work proposed. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Karen Bedics, to contract with Scott Goodwin Masonry in the amount of 
$6990 to stabilize the lime kiln.  In favor—Bedics, Long, Nilsen, Zisko.  Abstain—Matzura (conflict).  Motion 
carries. 

Continuing Care Retirement Community zoning regulations—The Board reviewed the proposed amendment 
to the zoning ordinance creating use C-26, Continuing Care Retirement Community.  The Board reviewed the 
comments received by the Bucks County Planning Commission dated June 6, 2018.  Mr. Brown informed the 
Board that the ordinance would be held for advertising until an amendment fixing errors in the code was 
ready for advertising as well. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Karen Bedics, to authorize advertisement for a public hearing on the 
Continuing Care Retirement Community regulations based on Version 8, dated June 21, 2018.  All in favor.  
Motion carries. 

Truck restrictions on Lower Saucon and Township Roads—The Board continued the discussion of the Chief’s 
memo of March 2018 that identified 16 roads have truck restriction signs, but only 7 roads have the necessary 
ordinance or traffic study or both to make the restriction enforceable.  The Chief requested these two roads to 
be considered for length restrictions due to ongoing issues, particularly on Lower Saucon Road.  Lower Saucon 
Township is in favor of the restrictions.  Mr. Brown explained the remaining roads need to be reviewed for 
exactly why there are truck restriction signs.  Some roads may not need restrictions.  Some roads may need to 
be bonded against damage instead of restrictions. 

Motion by Jim Nilsen, seconded by Rob Zisko, to authorize the Township Engineer to conduct a traffic study on 
Lower Saucon and Township Roads for the purpose of examining necessary truck restrictions.  All in favor.  
Motion carries. 

Resolution 2018-8; Tax Collector compensation and fees—The resolution increases the fee for duplicate tax 
bills from $5 to $10.  It establishes a new fee of up to $35 in the event the tax collector must issue a stop 
payment on a check, and authorizes the fee to be withheld from a refund.  It establishes a new compensation 
of $1.50 for each final tax notice required by law. 

Ms. Deb Yerger, Tax Collector, spoke in favor of the resolution. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Karen Bedics, to adopt Resolution 2018-8; revising the Tax Collector fee 
schedule to allow for a stop payment fee of $35, increase the fee for duplicate tax bills to $10 and allow for 
$1.50 payment for final notices.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Park bench purchase—Motion by Karen Bedics, seconded by Jim Nilsen, to approve the purchase of 4 park 
benches per the quote from Play Power LT in the amount of $3,929.40.  In favor—Bedics, Long, Nilsen, 
Matzura.  Opposed—Zisko.  Motion carries. 

2018-2019 Fuel contract—Mr. Brown explained the Township was still participating in the Bucks County 
Consortium bid for fuel products and Upper Southampton Township handled the advertisement and bid 
documents. 
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Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Jim Nilsen, to award the contract for gasoline and ultra low sulpher diesel 
fuel to PAPCO Inc, and the contract for #2 heating oil to Suburban Propane Inc at the prices listed in the Bucks 
Consortium Fuel bid.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Supervisor comment:  Ms. Bedics suggested the Township advocate for the placement of Food Drive boxes 
managed by the Boy Scouts.  Frank Hollenbach encouraged the Board to do so.  Sue Ziegler, Deer Trail Drive, 
suggested the Township shouldn’t be an intermediary. 

Ms. Bedics asked Mr. MacNair to request Adelphia Gateway come to a community meeting in the fall to 
explain the pipeline project.  She suggested the Township Code should remove the $5 per capita tax if it 
wasn’t going to be collected.  She asked the Board to pay Deb Godshall for the work she did on 2 weekends to 
overhaul the flower beds outside the door. 

Motion by Dave Long, seconded by Karen Bedics, to compensate Deb Godshall for her time beautifying the 
front beds.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Mr. Long announced the Board would meet in executive session on a personnel matter directly after the 
meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael J. Brown 
Township Manager 

Approved:  


