
 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
Board of Supervisors   

MINUTES 

January 8, 2019 

Supervisors Present:  Karen Bedics, David Long, Tony Matzura, Rob Zisko and Jim Nilsen. 

Also present:  Scott MacNair (solicitor), Michael Brown (Township Manager), Debra Godshall (Treasurer) and 
Mike McDonald (police chief).  Chairperson Long called the meeting to order at 7:43 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Nilsen, seconded by Ms. Bedics, to approve the December 11, 2018 minutes.  All in favor.   
Motion carries. 

Public Comment

Adam Weiss, Peppermint Road, asked for more time to become compliant with the zoning enforcement notice 
he received. 

Steve Doncevic, Pleasant View Road, asked for plans and maps to be put up on a screen so the public could 
more readily follow discussion about land use matters. 

Business 

Ordinance 191 public hearing; fixes to various components of Township Code—Mr. Long opened the hearing 

and Mr. MacNair read of the list of various components to the Ordinance.  A summary of the ordinance is 
as follows: 
Incorporates Exhibits A, B, C and D as though part of the text of the ordinance.  Exhibit A revises 
Appendix A Zoning District Summary, Exhibit B adds a new Appendix E Carbonate Geology Map, 
Exhibit C changes the graphics of Appendix C Zoning Map, Exhibit D establishes a new use C16 
Continuing Care Retirement Community.  Lifts restrictions on Chapter 32 Planning Commission 
membership.  Revises purposes of Chapter 153 Stormwater.  Revises Chapter 153 SALDO by 
modifying definition of manufactured home and standardizing parking space size.  Adds new truck 
restrictions in Chapter 72 for Lower Saucon Road, Springtown Hill Road, Bursonville Road and 
Township Road.  Repeals amusement taxes in Chapter 34.  Revises Chapter 154, Zoning, by adding 
definitions and performance standards for animal density for A1 and A8 uses; adding new use E26 
Motor Vehicle Race Track; removing exemption for dead and dying trees for A3 uses; adding 
exemptions for tree removal for ag and orchards; change H12 uses from accessory apartments for 
guest workers to outdoor woodfired boilers and allow in the AD, WS, RP and RR districts; create 
parking requirements for C15 Detention Facilities; repeal section 911 and 912 in Article IX (Signs); 
add new exemption for window signs;  revises Section 524 parking standards; access drives and off 
street parking, changes setback for off-premises signs, and combines B11a and B11b uses. 

Mr. MacNair called for public comment and there was none. 

Mr. Zisko and Mr. Matzura objected to removing the exemption for dead and dying trees to avoid the 
need for a forestry permit.  Mr. Brown explained the Planning Commission recommended it because 
the exemption was being abused, and because there was little or no distinction between harvesting 
large numbers of dead trees and harvesting large numbers of live trees from an environmental impact.

Mr. Long closed the hearing. 



Motion by Dave Long, seconded by Karen Bedics, to adopt Ordinance 191.  In favor—Long, Bedics, Nilsen.  
Opposed—Zisko, Matzura.  Motion carries. 

Management of PPL property on Hickon Road—Mr. MacNair informed the Board PPL had closed all of its 
environmental and construction permits and was ready to transfer the property to the Township is 
accordance with the terms of the 2012 settlement agreement.  He pointed to issues of concern to the Board: 

 Possession and maintenance of a 200’ buffer strip on the west side of the substation.  Todd Hemmert, 
317 Hickon, reported that much of the vegetative buffer had died and the strip was subject to water 
inundation.  Mr. MacNair said PPL wished to convey maintenance responsibilities on for the buffer 
with the land. 

 Any plan to divide the land up and sell to adjoining land owners would be subject to the requirement 
to auction the property. 

 Subdividing off the lot that contained the substation would cause the remainder of the lot to become 
non-conforming due to lack of width at the building setback line. 

 If it keeps the land, the Board will want to adopt access and management procedures. 

Ms. Bedics expressed a preference to manage the property in-house rather than hire Heritage Conservancy to 
conduct baseline and inspection monitoring. 

Mr. Nilsen expressed a preference to allow the northeast corner that has tillable soil to be leased for that 
purpose. 

The Board believed the most pressing issue was ensuring the Township didn’t take responsibility for 
maintenance of the buffer strip.  Mr. MacNair will examine this issue more closely. 

Draft Ordinance on Historic Commission—Mr. Brown reported that the Historic Commission was the only 
advisory group in the Township that had not been created by ordinance, and suggested that to keep the 
Commission’s mission visible the Board could adopt enabling legislation that would be codified.  Mr. Long 
provided a draft of a proposed ordinance that he modified from the sample ordinances provided to the Board.  
The Board made the following revisions: 

 Remove the need for a public hearing to remove a Historic Commission member 

 Limit membership to 5 residents 

 Set the minimum number of meetings to 4 each year 

 Remove tasks related to reviewing subdivision, land development or zoning permits 

 Establish the duty to review and update the Zoning Ordinance’s Historic Resource List annually 

Mr. Brown will provide a revised draft for the next meeting. 

Comp Plan Goals and objectives—The Board discussed the next steps for revising the comprehensive plan.  
Ms. Bedics opined that the Board shouldn’t waste volunteers’ time by having them develop extensive goals 
and objectives if the Board was not going to embrace them.  The Board concluded that a large majority of 
citizens did not want any changes to how things are now.  The Board settled on having the Authorities, Boards 
and Commissions provide one or two suggestions, but that the Board of Supervisors should take the lead in 
finalizing the goals and objectives.  The historical and demographic data should be updated, but otherwise the 
comp plan won’t have any major revisions. 

Phone replacement—Mr. Brown reported the phone system was experiencing even more problems than 
usual recently and provided the Board quotes for its replacement.  The Board asked for Mr. Nilsen to review 
the technical  aspects before making any purchase decisions.  The Board also authorized Mr. Nilsen and Mr. 
Brown to develop the technical specifications to rewire the Ethernet cabling and solicit quotes for that work. 



Vacation carryover—Mr. Brown asked the Board to approve an extra 32 hours of vacation carryover from 
2018 to 2019 for Deb Godshall.  She was limited in opportunities with the departure of an employee over the 
summer.  Motion by Karen Bedics, seconded by Dave Long, to approve the extra carryover.  All in favor.  
Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:54 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael J. Brown 
Township Manager  


