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Springfield Township, Bucks County 

2320 Township Road ▪ Quakertown, PA 18951  ▪  610-346-6700 ▪  www.springfieldbucks.org 

Parks and Recreation Board (PRB) Minutes 

11 April 2016  

1. Attendance 

PRB Members Present: Sue Ziegler (Chairperson), Doug Litzenberger (Vice Chairperson), Frank Hollenbach (Recording 

Secretary), Bill Ryker, Sandy Rice. 

Also present:  Michael Brown (Township Manager). 

2. Call to Order - Chairperson Ziegler called the meeting to order.  

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Youth Projects 

Mr. Zack Boyd spoke about his Eagle Scout project in the park.  He is planning two workdays this coming weekend.  

Work items include spreading wood chips on the trail and raking branches near the Peppermint Road tree line after 

recent chipping. 

5. Birdtown Registry 

Ms. Kim Kruchinski, Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC), discussed two Birdtown signs that she had received.  PRB 

will review registry process/requirements and respond.  Ms. Kruchinski made a proposal for plant labels for plants in the 

rain garden.  PRB will review the proposal.  Ms. Kruchinksi will forward wording from Mark Brownlow on a description 

for the meadow inside the paved path.  Ms. Kruchinski reported she was looking arrangements with the Audobon 

Society to do a bird walk in the park.   Ms. Kruchinksi mentioned there will be an EAC workshop at the Springtown Rod 

and Gun Club on 4/30. 

6. Minutes 

Mr. Hollenbach reported the approved 2/8/16 minutes were provided to the Township.   

He had prepared minutes for the 3/14/16 meeting.  A minor item noted for correction – value of $1,150 ($11,050).  Mr. 

Ryker motioned to approve the 3/14/16 minutes with the annotation.  Mr. Litzenberger seconded.  Motion passed 

unopposed.  

7. Township Manager Report 

Mr. Brown reported that the park sign is to be installed Tuesday, 3/19/16.  He will try to move the install to Monday, 

3/18/16.  Ms. Zeigler to be present for install. 

Mr. Brown received affirmation of vegetation viability from Mark Brownlee, EAC Consultant, and has forward materials 

to the project engineer as part of closing out the NPDES permit. 

Mr. Brown reported he is still on hold regarding the Palisades Volunteer Agency process. 

Mr. Brown reported the PA Grant reimbursement was received.  However, the township is working bank routing issues 

with final payment. 
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Mr. Brown reported he has forwarded PRB minutes to Lauren for posting on the township website. 

8. Park Dedication Plans 

There was discussion on the Park Donors list.  The list will be included in the program.  The program for the dedication 

will use the invitation graphics on the front.  The map will be updated.  Estimating 100 people will attend.  Mr. Ryker will 

provide an updated .PDF file on Tuesday, 4/19 in order to meet printing deadlines.  Mr. Ryker will send a draft to the 

PRB by the weekend for proofreading and any minor edits. 

 

There was review of the Agenda for the dedication.  Discussion about inviting the Intelligencer and Bucks County Herald 

to the dedication.  Discussion about possibly recording the dedication for future posting / communications with the 

community.  Discussion of reserving seats for invited dignitaries. 

 

Mr. Ryker will work on draining the forebay via siphon prior to the dedication.  Discussion about raking some of the 

loose wood chips. 

 

9. Merge with the Open Space Committee (OSC) 

Ms. Rice had provided her view of Pros / Cons which started discussion.   A concern raised was the ability to do business 

at a monthly meeting.  Work can be done in committees of three (assuming non-quorum) outside the monthly meeting.  

Mr. Hollenbach raised concerns about Open Space plan citing updates to the plan.  The OSC Plan has not been updated 

since adopted in 2010.  The listing of properties / acreage was ~1500 in 2010 and is reportedly more than ~4500 acres 

today.  There is no current list, although purchase must be approved through the Township Board of Supervisors (BoS) 

and purchased via the Township Treasurer.  Mr. Ryker expressed concern that 3 out of 4 OSC members have preserved 

properties and/or are undergoing preservation.  Discussion of “Bargain Sales” as part of the County agriculture 

preservation programs (funds are made available when other municipalities do not use their allotted Ag funds) and how 

Springfield can leverage that funding to preserve additional agriculture properties.  Discussion about workload of PRB 

and OSC.  Neither committee seems to have extra time available to do their work.  Discussion that trails have 

consistently polled high with the public on residents desires (2002 Comprehensive Plan, 2013 Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan) and that there has been no funding allocated for trails properties.  There is still approximately ~$700K left 

in Open Space funding – after allowing for some properties that are already in approval pipeline and should be approved 

shortly.  Discussion that the Township 0.25% EIT funding provides ~$35-45K annually over and above the debt service on 

the $5M Open Space bond.  Discussion about Act 319.  Discussion about how a conservation easement lowers the 

property assessment and hence property taxes.  Discussion about how agriculture preservation freezes the tax rate for 

agriculture properties.  Mr. Litzenberger will write up a draft Pros / Cons list and circulate to the PRB. 

 

10. Trails Update 

Mr. Hollenbach reported that there will be a PA Highland Trails Network (PHTN) open house at McCooles in Quakertown 

on 4/28/16.  He mentioned there will be an Eastern PA Greenways and Trails Summit at ArtsQuest in Bethlehem on 14-

15 September.   He forwarded an email with notes from the 2/29/16 PHTN meeting to the PRB.   

 

11. Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 
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12. PRB Comment 

Mr. Hollenbach reported that in communication with the Girl Scout Troop leadership, question was raised over whether 

PRB would be willing to purchase materials for the trail posts so that it is consistent with other materials / styles in the 

park.  Discussion was that PRB would be willing to purchase trail posts.  Concerning use of native plants for a butterfly 

garden project, there was discussion that Archwilde was nursing seedlings from the park for planting later in the year. 

 

Mr. Hollenbach raised the question of permits for the park and developing a permit process in coordination with the BoS 

since the PRB has received a request for park usage. 

 

Mr. Hollenbach noted that the draft Parks and Recreation Management Plan was created to capture planned usage for 

various logical units in the park (e.g., woodlot, meadow, hay field) and any maintenance aspects. 

 

Mr. Hollenbach requested that the PRB provide a monthly budget report at the PRB meeting.  Report would record PRB 

financial status even if there are no changes from previous month. 

 

13. Adjournment 

Mr. Ryker motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Litzenberger seconded.  Motion passed unopposed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank Hollenbach 

PRB Recording Secretary 

 

Next meeting:   7:30 PM, 8 May 2016 

Minutes Approved:   Monday, 8 August 2016 


