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 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪             610-346-6700           ▪          www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
October 23, 2012 

 
Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner (Arrived at 8:02 p.m.), John Oehler, Volker Oakey, Dave Long and Rob Zisko   
Also present: Terry Clemons, Township Solicitor; Chief Mike McDonald; Bob Wynn, Township Engineer; Rich Schilling, 
Township Manager and Jason Wager, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Rob Zisko, Vice Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 
John Oehler moved to adopt the August 25, 2012, minutes as presented. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 
No public comment was given on agenda items. 

 
 

Reports 
 
Road Department (posted) – The 8/15 thru 9/18/2012 report was reviewed.  The Road Department performed pothole and 
blacktop patching, spot ditching, brush cutting, crack sealing, roadside mowing and equipment maintenance.  They also worked 
on the dirt section of School Road under the Dirt & Gravel Grant.  They performed 595 hours of road maintenance, 75 hours of 
equipment maintenance, 50 hours of building maintenance, 8 hours of sign maintenance and 55 hours of roadside mowing during 
this period.    
 
The 9/19 thru 10/15/2012 report was also reviewed.  The Road Department performed road maintenance on Springfield Street 
and Hilltop Road.  They did spot ditching on several roads within the Township.  They performed 187 hours of road maintenance, 
275 hours of equipment maintenance, 12 hours of building maintenance, 2 hours of sign maintenance, 62 hours of roadside 
mowing and 16 hours of winter maintenance during this period. 
 
Police Report – Chief McDonald reported that there were 168 total calls for service for August and 158 total calls for September.  
The State Police handled 14 calls in August and 35 calls in September.  The value of property stolen in the Township for August 
and September was $13,457.  $804 of the stolen property was recovered.   
 
The department has had a few large-scale investigations during these months.  Chief McDonald thinks the state of the economy, 
drug use and general desperation of individuals has dramatically affected the calls for service within the Township.  The 
department shotguns have been modified and equipped with rifled sights in order to assist with the firearm’s accuracy.  The 
officers completed test firing to ensure the accuracy. 
 
During September, Chief McDonald attended a workshop called Managing a Professional Police Department.  He and Officer 
Sepulveda also attend the Ice Cream Social at Springfield Elementary. This was an excellent opportunity to meet with the public 
and distribute information.  They both also attended Springfield Township Community Day.  They entertained many questions and 
concerns of residents. 
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Chief McDonald reported the Incident/Offense/Accident reporting system has finally been updated to Visual Alert 2.  There was 
also another successful National Drug Take-Bake Initiative held in September.  5,304.41 pounds of prescription medication was 
received.  Chief McDonald along with Township Manager Rich Schilling and Emergency Management Coordinator has continued 
to attend Emergency Management Meetings at the Palisades School District.   
 
Treasurer Report – The Board reviewed the current budget and balance sheets as of October 23 for the different funds.  Jason 
Wager reported the Township has received $563,873 in EIT revenue ($25,028 under budget for 2012 and $35,213 less than 
2011).    Real Estate Tax revenue is at $343,101 and Real Estate Tax Transfer Revenue is $72,615 compared to $56,815 in 2011 
at this same time last year. The total revenue is $1,309,241 putting the Township $36,897 over budget for the year.  The total 
YTD expenses are $1,239,271 ($134,898 over budget).  The Township net income is $69,970, putting the Township $44,582 over 
budget.  The reserve is currently at $289,492. He reported that he had been previously overstating the reserve balance.  
 
Jason reported that he attended Community Day along with Rich Schilling.  They also attended the Springfield Elementary Ice 
Cream Social Event during September.   
 
Township Manager – Rich Schilling reported that he continues to support the different committees and organizations within the 
Township.  Rich informed the Board that Community Day was a big success and that approximately 1,000 people attended the 
event.  He also attended a PMHIC (the Township’s medical consortium) and reported that our rates will only be raised 0.10% for 
2013.  The ISO Certification is nearly complete.  Rich is waiting for a service map and then will be able to submit the 
documentation to ISO.     
 
Rich reported that Police contract negotiations have been settled and the collective bargaining agreement was approved by the 
Board of Supervisors.  The Recreation Plan is also under review by Supervisor Lindtner. 
 
Zoning performed 11 Use & Occupancy inspections for resale in August and September.  They processed a total of 69 permits 
during this period for a total of $20,555.50 and zoning revenue YTD is $83,234. 
 
 

Governmental Matters 
 
(1) Open Space Resolution – John Oehler moved to adopt Resolution 2012-15 authorizing the acquisition of a conservation 
easement of approximately 81.1 acres located on Slifer Valley Road comprising tax map parcel 42-022-001 totaling $267,238.  
Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
 

Planning Matters 
 

(1) Diehl Stormwater Request – Township resident Gregory Diehl requested to have his stormwater escrow waived for a pole 
barn he wishes to build.  He owns approximately 6.7 acres.  John Oehler moved to waive the stormwater management escrow 
for TMP #42-012-098 owned by Gregory Diehl.  Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Supervisor Barbara Lindtner arrived at 8:02 p.m. 
 
(2) Springtown Knoll Developer Request – Robin Reshetar briefed the Board on his wish to reduce his Financial Security 
Agreement with Springfield Township and extend the date of completion for paving in the Springtown Knoll subdivision.  The 
Board reviewed the information provided by Mr. Reshetar.   The Board determined that a formal request would need to be done 
by Mr. Reshetar to reduce his escrow and that the Township engineer would need to determine the amount of sufficient funds to 
complete the improvements per the development agreement.  Terry Clemons, Township Solicitor, explained to Mr. Reshetar that 
the best way to reduce his escrow would be to have his bank issue an irrevocable letter of credit instead of the tri-party agreement 
currently in place to the Township for completion of the subdivision, which would protect the Township in case Reshetar Realty 
and the subdivision would go into default.  The Board decided to table the discussion on the escrow reduction.  The consensus of 
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the Board was to extend Reshetar Realty’s pavement obligation to October 31, 2013, but be completed no later than August 31, 
2013 to allow the Township the opportunity to perform the paving if Reshetar Realty does not complete by this date. 
 

 
Public Hearing 

 
A public hearing was held to adopt the ordinance to refinance the Open Space Bond.  Gordon Walker, from Public Financial 
Management, and Liz Preate, from Dilworth Paxson, presented the information from the sale of the bond to the Board.  There 
would be a savings of over $800,000 by refinancing the current bond that the Open Space Committee could use to purchase 
more conservation easements.  Most of these savings would be within the first three years of the bond.  Rob Zisko moved to 
adopt Ordinance 164 authorizing and directing the incurring of electoral debt through the issuance of a series of General 
Obligation Bonds, Series 2012 of the Township of Springfield in the aggregate principal amount of 4,620,000 to provide funds to 
finance a project consisting of the current refunding of the Township’s General Obligation Bonds, Series of 2007 currently 
outstanding in the aggregate principal amount of approximately $4,480,000.  Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.  Open Space Committee Chairperson Jeff Lindtner thanked the bond refinance group for all of their hard work.   
 
 

Old Business 
 
(1) Capital Projects Discussion – The Board determined what capital projects would need to be taken care of in 2012 and 2013.  
The consensus of the Board was that if the Township were unable to secure the PIB (Public Infrastructure Bank) loan for the new 
loader that we would seek financing for a seven-year period.   
 

New Business  
 

(1) Budget 2013 – The Board reviewed the 2013 Budget Draft as presented.  Most of the capital expenditures were not put into 
this budget draft and the Board decided they would determine what expenditures would be put in the 2013 Budget at the next 
meeting.  The Board decided to move $105,000 under the Road Department out of the General Fund budget into the Liquid Fuels 
Fund and made some minor changes to the Police Department line items.  The Board had a consensus that they wanted the 
2013 Capital Reserve to be at least $350,000.  All other budget concerns would be discussed at the next meeting.  
 
(2) 25 MPH Posting of Highpoint and Parkland Roads – Rob Zisko moved to adopt Resolution 2012-16 posting the speed 
limit at 25 MPH on Highpoint and Parkland Roads.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
 

Correspondence 
 
Rob Zisko moved to appoint Albert Gans to the Springfield Township Environmental Advisory Council.  Barbara Lindtner 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
 

Minutes 
 

Rob Zisko moved to adopt the October 9, 2012 minutes as presented.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed.  Volker 
Oakey and Dave Long abstained since they were not present at that meeting. 
 
 

Public Comment 
 

No public comment was given. 
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Supervisor Comments  
 
No supervisor comments were given. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 10:43 p.m., John Oehler moved to adjourn the meeting. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  November 13, 2012   
Approved:  November 27, 2012  

 


