
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP BUCKS COUNTY 
        BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

October 10, 2006 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance by Chairman Jim 
Brownlow.  Members present were Vice Chairman Chuck Halderman, Rod Wieder, Rob Zisko 
and Karen Bedics. Professional staff present in attendance: Solicitor Clemons, Township 
Manager Richard Schilling, Police Chief Scott Huber and Assistant Secretary Linda 
Bartholomew. 
. 
Brownlow notes that there was an executive session discussing a potential land acquisition and 
legal action that has been initiated against the township. 
 
Minutes from September 12th  
Halderman motions to accept minutes as presented. Zisko seconds the motion.  Board votes 3-0-
2 to approve motion. Brownlow and Wieder abstain. 
 
Bills for Approval: 
Halderman motions to approve the bill list from September 13th thru October 6th and October 7th 
thru October 10th . Bedics seconds the motion. Board votes unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Roads Department: Posted 
 
Code Enforcement: Posted. 
 
Police Department: 
Huber presents police report and notes that Trick or Treat is scheduled for October 31st, 6 to 8 
p.m. Police presence will be high in the pedestrian areas, like Springtown. 
 
Bedics notes that there was a pedestrian on Richlandtown Pike on Sunday evening acting erratic. 
She called Pennsylvania State Police who came approximately 30 minutes later; he was hit by a 
car in the interim. Bucks County dispatcher would not forward the call. Huber states that he will 
follow up on this.  
 
Township Manager: 
Schilling presents managers report and adds that a tentative NIMS training date is scheduled for 
October 17th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building. In addition EMS Rice resigned because he 
moved out of Springfield Township. Schilling asks the board to authorize advertisement for the 
position of EMS Coordinator. Bedics motions to advertise; Wieder seconds the motion. 
Brownlow asks are there other board vacancies. Halderman asks what else is necessary to 
advertise. Schilling relays that vacancies possibly exist on the Environmental Advisory Council, 
Planning Commission, Zoning Hearing Board and possibly other vacancies. Bedics amends 
motion to include vacancies from all boards, commissions and councils. Wieder seconds the 
amended motion.  Board votes unanimously in favor of the amended motion.   
 



Halderman motions to accept Rice resignation with thanks. Wieder seconds the motion. Board 
votes unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Halderman asks if Jim Hopkins who was appointed as the Springfield Township representative 
BCTMA has any updates for the board. Schilling states that Hopkins has participated in two 
meetings and was asked to update his activities at tonight’s meeting but he was not available 
tonight, but he will try to get here and give update. Bedics suggests he sends a letter, Brownlow 
adds in person would be better. 
 
Brownlow refers to police contract expiring December 31st, 2006 and asks if Schilling feels that 
the contract will be done by then. Schilling states based on the union’s unavailability to meet, it 
doesn’t look like the contract will be wrapped up by December 31st.  
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items: 
None 
 
Planning Matters: None 
 
Old Business 
Schanbacher - Waiver of Land Development 
Bedics states that she went to the property and viewed parcel. She explains they would add 
separate driveway and preserve older trees and not make it any larger than necessary. 
Stormwater runoff was discussed and there will be 100% natural infiltration. She advises waiver 
be granted pending the parcel be restricted from any further subdivision. Brownlow asks 
Clemons if we would not be waiving any other requirements. Clemons suggests be clear on what 
is being required. He adds that if you want to approve waiver, put conditions that any construct 
stormwater management facilities in accordance to township ordinance and establish erosion 
control measures required by the Bucks County Conservation District and obtain a building 
permit. Contribute $3,000 in lieu of improvements. Brownlow says by waiving land 
development we would also waive them doing improvements. If improvements had to be made, 
it would be prudent to ask for that contribution. Brownlow asks for comments. Halderman says 
he believes although they may have a good intent he worries in the future of the precedent that 
will be granted in relationship to other subdivisions. Halderman suggests ordinance with specific 
rules to follow. Brownlow says the point of a zoning ordinance is to guide parameters. By 
waiving the requirements we are saying every once in a while we don’t have to follow them. His 
worry is the future courts reversing the decision. He states however since the ordinance is not 
clear and it has been granted in the past. Halderman suggests Planning Commission look at it and 
then the board should adopt an ordinance. Bedics asks should we vote on it, then work on a new 
ordinance for the future and bring it to the Planning Commission.  She suggests put in waiver 
“single family dwelling, no condos.” Halderman says no to this and let Planning Commission 
evaluate the pros and cons. Zisko asks Mrs. Schanbacher reason for not wanting to subdivide. 
Schanbacher does not want land out of their hands. He asks can you lease it to your family. Zisko 
explains the benefits of subdividing the land. Brownlow also would like a full Planning 
Commission review. Schanbacher states that she will withdraw her request for a waiver. 
 
 



Britt Forestry Request 
Nothing received from Wynn and no one present to represent the request. Halderman motions to 
table. Zisko seconds the motion. Board votes unanimously to approve the motion to table the 
request. 
 
Act 4 
Clemmons states that Act 4 requires township, school district and the county to agree on freezing 
taxes at current rate. Legislature adopted a law to permit real estate tax district to freeze taxes on 
easements. For this to be effective, all three districts must adopt ordinance to bring this about. 
County of Bucks adopted ordinance freezing tax mileage on 99 agricultural easement properties. 
It did it only for the year 2007. Clemons states that  
Act 4 gives much broader types of conservation easements than Bucks County Adopted. It is his 
opinion that we cannot cover more area than the county does. Palisades has not adopted 
anything. If the township would authorize ordinance, efforts to persuade Palisades would be 
needed. He prepared two ordinances. It does let you say every year if we are in a position to 
continue this program or not. You also have a township manager preparing a budget based on 
real estate. I think the township should be in a position to reauthorize this program every year. 
He prepared ordinance that says it covers not just those existing properties, but those that qualify 
in the future. Comments: Halderman asks Clemons on the verbiage that says they are going to 
freeze the millage on 99 farms. Only monies that they apply for agricultural reasons are the ones 
they are going to freeze the millage. At that point we have to petition the county commissioners. 
They are in control of the whole thing with that language. He feels you will never get anywhere. 
Clemons states you will give protection to those farms in Springfield that have been preserved. 
He does not know what other properties there are. Zisko states chances are the county will do 
something. If we adopt this, how does it hurt us? Bedics: wondering how public will feel. 
Clemons: an anecdote is a lot of the folks who will preserve their properties already have the 
land in Act 319, so those assessments are low.  Schilling provided a PowerPoint presentation last 
month on Northampton County. He says when you look at the whole presentation the cost of 
adopting and not adopting is shown. It does not impact the municipality as much as he had 
originally envisioned. Brownlow says what does it do? Clemons: if someone puts a conservation 
easement on their property this year it means next year the millage stays that same. You need to 
advertise to adopt this ordinance. Halderman motions to advertise broader version of the 
ordinance. Bedics seconds the motion. Board votes 4-0-1 in favor of the motion. Zisko abstains 
due to his parents owning preserved property. 
 
Noise/Nuisance Ordinance 
Bedics speaks to the correspondence received from Mosinskis & Yocum 
Bedics reads recommendations on page 3 and 4. East Rockhill says few complaints. Police are 
responsible for measuring decibels and enforcing. They have been trained. Key to success is in 
educating the public. The decibel measuring device needs to be calibrated once a year. Township 
sends letters to violators. Neighbors take to court. Bedics: once violators are notified. Nuisance 
has been vaguely defined and needs clarification. She states it is imperative to obtain a decibel 
measurement device. Police should go for training. Bedics motions to authorize manager to 
choose and purchase decibel measurement device. Bedics motions to authorize solicitor to fine 
tune current nuisance ordinance. Bedics asks the board to decide who will enforce ordinance. 
Brownlow thanks Mosinskis and Yocum for well-documented correspondence. He also thanks 



Bedics for her efforts. He agrees that the current ordinance is vague and therefore weak. He 
would like to see that redone. He has no objection to any of the items in the letter as far as the 
suggestions being included. Just as a process piece, he thinks when ordinance is in place which 
would in essence guide what kind of equipment needs to be purchased. The board should 
authorize the solicitor to rewrite ordinance, see it in draft format first, advertise it for publication; 
once in draft form, the rest of Bedics motion would come into play. Huber states that he gave 
information to board over a year ago. He comments that the recommendations in the letter on E 
& F page 4 seem unclear on what police support means. He is uneasy saying discretion should 
not be taken away from appropriate source.  Halderman asks cost and the consensus is several 
thousand dollars.   Bedics motions to have the solicitor to rewrite current ordinance. Brownlow 
seconds the motion. Board votes 4-1 in favor of the motion with Halderman opposed. 
 
New Business 
Bid Awards for Fuel, Heating Oil and Sodium Chloride 
The bid amounts that were received were read and the board decided to accept the lowest bids.  
Bedics motions to award the Heating Oil and Fuel contract to Farm and Home and the Sodium 
Chloride contract to Cargill, Inc. Zisko seconds the motion. Board votes unanimously to approve 
the motion.. 
 
Adoption of National Incident Management System Resolution  
Wieder motions to adopt resolution. Zisko seconds the motion. Halderman wants to know what it 
means in the future. Bedics says can we rescind resolution if the mandate costs us too much. 
Schilling states with FEMA there is no negotiation. The bottom line is we will not have FEMA 
funding if there is a disaster i.e. earthquake. Board votes unanimously to approve the motion. 
 
Monitoring of Agricultural and Natural Easements 
Suggestion was made after last meeting that EAC assign responsibility to monitor natural 
easements and Open Space Committee monitor agricultural easements. Halderman does not want 
the EAC to be a policing agency. Schilling suggests Open Space does not get involved in 
agricultural right now. He will attend EAC meeting on Thursday and speak to them directly. 
Brownlow suggests that the township manager see what kind of structure other municipalities 
have for EAC and Open Space. For example Doylestown Township EAC has to review every 
plan and sign off on it before PC even considers it. Also ask manager to advise the board as to 
enforcing easements if violations are found.  
 
Assistant Zoning Officer Position 
Brownlow states this was in budget for this year. A job description has been drafted. This is 
needed particularly because new building codes require Jeff to focus on building permits and 
inspections. Brownlow opens up for discussion. Bedics asks where the job description came 
from. Schilling stays it was a generic job description which his predecessor had. Schilling 
modified it. Mease went through and modified the original document and they held a meeting. 
This is the final product. This is a part time position. Bedics questions statement “he will submit 
monthly reports.” Will these be included in the BOS meetings? She also asks for clarification on 
reporting responsibilities. Schilling wants the assistant zoning officer to report to Jeff Mease 
directly. Wieder motions to advertise the position at 20 hrs per week. Bedics seconds the motion. 
Board votes unanimously to approve the motion. 



 
Brownlow states that in conjunction with the executive session that was held this evening the 
township needs more information if we decide to acquire real estate. Brownlow motions to 
authorize township engineer to advise the township of some of the issues that are involved. 
Wieder seconds the motion. Board votes unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Correspondence 
Brownlow: In addition to list Rep Clymer correspondence, the township has received notice of a 
civil suit that has been filed. Clemons: The estate of John Heckenswiler was filed in federal 
court; it is his advice that insurance carrier should handle. Brownlow: We have received a letter 
from Robert Hill, who owns Village Center Automotive. Hill is requesting a change of use to 
remove gas storage tanks and to continue auto repair and sell some automobiles. Hill is 
concerned about future contamination of the adjacent creek with underground tanks. Clemons 
states they would need to apply for a special exception to change from one use to another which 
is a zoning matter. The Zoning Hearing Board is independent of the Supervisors. Hill states that 
he wants Supervisor approval letter. Halderman and Bedics thank Hill for his concern and desire 
to safeguard the creek. Clemons says authorize letter from board to support concept but there 
should be a plan to review. Entire Board expressed consensus that the initial opinion is very 
favorable because of the protection of the creek that Hill is suggesting. 
 
Public Comment: 
Robert Bell: cautions board not to expend resources every time a pair of people have a problem.  
Wilma Boger Snyder: states that there is a need for more cops. Snyder states that she is under 
attack by neighbors who do all types of things to her like poisoning her well, braking in to her 
house and stealing items and that no one will do anything about it. Brownlow asks Chief Huber 
to look into these allegations and report what his findings were.  
Kramer congratulates Chuck for standing up for Springfield residents.  
Supervisors Comments: 
Zisko states that the Open Space Committee would like authorization from board for a mailing in 
connection with the Open Space Referendum that is coming up. Schilling states that we have 
secured a non-profit permit. Zisko motions for the Township to pay for an open space mailing. 
Bedics seconds the motion. Halderman wants to see it first before it is mailed. Brownlow says it 
should be done at work session. Brownlow asks for it via email due to time restraints. Brownlow 
asks Zisko to send content to Schilling and he will get it to the Supervisors. Board votes 
unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Brownlow: Had a discussion with Schilling to receive quarterly reports from Water Authority. 
First quarter is ending December. Halderman thinks it is a good way to be informed of what 
actually is happening 
Brownlow: Meetings are going too long. We want as much input as possible, but we need to 
keep on track and push things along.  
 
Brownlow states that Dates of Interest are listed on the Agenda. 
 
Zisko motions to adjourn the meeting. Bedics seconds the motion. Board votes unanimously to 
adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 



 
 

Respectfully Submitted,     
 
 

Richard H. Schilling 
Township Manager/Secretary 

 


